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in whose minds and hearts they had first taken shape would

have recognized them.

From the beginning, the Reformed religion in its Calvinistic
form had contained more than a hint of a doctrine of solitary
endeavour, of bleak isolation, which was afterwards to be
heightened. This was certainly the case in England, where the
collectivist side of the Reformed teaching exercised a short-
lived and imperfect influence. Not only the decisive event of
the battle but its every encounter had to be fought in secret
between the individual soul and God. According to this doctrine
there is little or no opportunity for mutual help or sharing
of difficulties. Indeed, human aid is nearly always to be sus-
pected. No one can be sure if his brother has merited salvation
or help him to it if he has not. Christian in his journey to the
Celestial City meets only two companions who are fit to ac-
company him. Therestare either out-and-out enemies or possess
some fatal weakness which excludes them utterly and irrevocably
from any prospect of salvation. Even when Christian thinks of
the country he has left behind and his wife and children, he does
so only with 'shame and detestation'. Ecclesiastical institutions
and persons are to be regarded with caution. They represent
the mere letter of the law which too easily usurps the place of
the spirit, and it is therefore safer to put them on one side
altogether, or at least to relegate them to a very subordinate
place.

To the Puritan of the latter half of the seventeenth century
it had thus come to seem imperative that he should work out
his salvation alone. His spiritual conviction of the necessity for
solitude was strengthened by the force of particular circum-
stances, which had led him to attack and help to overthrow
many of the traditional methods of social control and which
had prevented the institution of new ones. It was by work in
the literal sense of the word that salvation was to be attained, or
rather retained. The original gift of grace might take place in
any way or in any place, but once received it was by work that
it was retained, perfected, and demonstrated to the world. That
disapproval of monastic seclusion which had been so marked a